
A brief record of the National Transport Development Policy Committee (NTDPC) meeting held on 19.11.2011 at Rail Bhavan to review the progress of the Working Groups Reports.

The list of Participants is Annexed (Annex 1).
2. The Chairman welcomed the participants in the meeting. He expressed his concern on the delay in the submission of the Working Group Reports which were originally to be submitted on 31.05.2011. This deadline was decided keeping in view the tenure of the Committee which was to end in Aug, 2011. However, as no Working Group Report was received, the Chairman, NTDPC held a meeting with the Chairmen of the Working Groups on 2nd August, 2011 wherein it was decided that those reports would now be made available by the middle of September, 2011. Meanwhile, the tenure of the Committee was extended till end of May, 2011 on the condition that the Committee would submit an Interim Report by the end of September. However, the Committee could not submit the Interim Report in the absence of the Working Group inputs.

3. The following were the main observations and decisions taken in the meeting:

Progress of Working Groups:

Civil Aviation

4.  The Chairmen/Conveners of the Working Groups indicated the progress they had made towards the completion of the Report. All the Working Groups would submit the Interim Draft Report by the end of November and the Final Draft report within another 2-3 weeks from the submission of Interim Draft report. The Working Group on Bulk Transport of Energy and Related Commodities may take a little longer to submit the Final report as the group was constituted later and some work was still needed to be carried out.
5. The Secretary, Civil Aviation mentioned that the task assigned to the Working Group had almost been completed.  As a matter of fact, the material for formulating Interim Report of the Committee has also been sent to the NTDPC Secretariat. He mentioned that the key challenges facing the aviation sector, better air connectivity in North Eastern Regions and other remote areas, viability of the sector, safety of air operations, policies relating to foreign direct investment and improving the capacity of the sector with regard to the implementation of the schemes, management of assets and operations.  He added that the major part of the investment would come from the private sector. The Secretary, Civil Aviation highlighted the need for co-ordinated development of air cargo sector as a number of agencies were involved in this sub-sector of Civil Aviation.
6. The issue relating to Regulatory Framework for the Civil Aviation sector also came up for discussion.  It was pointed out that the Working Group Report would cover this aspect as well.
Urban Transport

7. The Secretary, Urban Transport mentioned that the Report of the Working Group was in advance stage of finalization.  After the report is approved by the Members of the Working Group, it would be sent to NTDPC Secretariat.  He highlighted the issues relating to seamless connectivity across different modes of Transport, funding of huge investment required to develop this sector, non-availability of long term credit, need for use of Central Road Fund for Urban Transport and inclusion of Urban Transport as a whole in infrastructure sector.  
8. The Chairman and the Members of the Committee suggested that there was a need to look into practice of paying one time payment of Motor Vehicle (MV) tax in case of personalized vehicles. As the practice in other countries, the payment of MV tax annually is needed to be considered.  The Chairman, NTDPC, mentioned that while giving recommendations, the Working Group must consider the likely scenario of Urban Transport in 2030.   He mentioned that India and China were the two countries where the rate of growth of urbanization would be quite rapid.
Roads

9. A presentation was made on behalf of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.  In the presentation, mention was made of the rate of growth of Road Transport sector, progress of National Highway Development Program, need for taking up major projects, regulatory framework, safety of Road Transport operations and emission norms.  It was emphasized that it was necessary to indicate the policy measures and strategy keeping in view the long term requirement of Road Transport Sector.  The observations/recommendations/ suggestions should be supported by cogent arguments, data or studies or international experiences.  After discussion, it was felt that the Secretary, Road Transport & Highways may take a separate meeting with the few selected Members of NTDPC before the Working Group Report was finalized.
Railways

10. The Chairman, Railway Board mentioned that they had already sent soft copy of the Report of the Working Group to the NTDPC Secretariat.  They proposed to hold a meeting of Working Group shortly.  After that the Report would be finalized and sent to NTDPC Secretariat.  He pointed out that the Railways were facing serious capacity constraint and the requirement of funds, assessed by the Working Group was quite high.  Unlike roads, the amount of investment from the private sector would not be very substantial.  He added that the Report had covered all aspects of Railway development for the next 20 years.  This included need for construction of high speed railways.
North East 

11. Shri Vivek Sahai, Chairman of Working Group on Improvement and Development of Transport Infrastructure in the North East briefed the Committee regarding the work undertaken by the Working Group under his Chairmanship.  He mentioned that a meeting has been organized with various stakeholders which included the representatives of State Governments, Chamber of Commerce and Industries and other organizations.  He mentioned that there were presentations by various ministries and the issues relating to development of Transport Infrastructure in the North East that had been discussed in the ministries of the Working Group.  He mentioned that by the end of December, the Group would submit an Interim Report and thereafter the final report would be submitted.
Bulk Energy Transport
12. The Convener of Working Group on Bulk Transport of Energy and Related Commodities made a presentation of the work carried out by the various sub-groups set up by the Working Group.  In his presentation, the convener of the Working Group indicated the assessment made by the Group with regard to the aggregate consumption of energy, origin and destination with regard to movement of coal production and consumption of steel and traffic related to the energy sector handled at ports and by Railways.

13. It was observed that the Working Group would now have to assess the transport requirement of Energy and related sectors keeping in view the traffic flows assessed by them and capacity required to meet the traffic demand.  It was indicated that Interim Report of the Group may be submitted by the end of November and they would attempt to give the final report by the end of December.
Logistics
14. Shri Cyrus Guzder, the Chairman of the Working Group deliberating on the issues relating to Integrated Logistic Systems, mentioned that they had already submitted the Report.  It was decided that the Report would be circulated to all the Members s o that theycould  offer their comments.  It was suggested that the views of the concerned Ministries, particularly Ministries of Shipping, Road Transport & Highways, and Finance (Central Board of Customs and Excise) may also be taken by the Group.  It would also be quite useful to add the representatives of these Ministries in the Group and of Indian National Ship Owners’ Association (INSA).
Regulatory Framework

15. The Committee was informed that a study on Regulatory Framework on Transport Sector was being carried out by Dr. Rajat Kathuria.  The work plan submitted by Dr. Rajat Kathuria was circulated.  The Committee Members were requested to send their comments, if any, on the work plan.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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